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For her second solo show in Naples, Birgit Megerle focuses on bridging the gap between representations 

of reality and the fragmentation of linguistic codes. Relationships between art, dwelling, history, and 

experience constitute the subtle threads that conceptually unify the works in the show. In several untitled 

works, diamond-faced rusticationïïa typical fifteenth-century architectural element present throughout 

the historic city center of Naplesïïis shorn of its function like an illusionistic pattern. Megerle uses 

grisaille to play with the ambiguity of vision and probe the potential of pictorial media and their mimetic 

capacity to represent the third dimension. To further encourage this exploration, an accompanying sound 

suggests the breath of the exhibition. In a related piece, a phytomorphic motif of an Art Deco door is 

reduced to its essence, its abstract form traced only in dry applications of color. A short circuit between 

perception and painting returns strongly in a series of four black boxes, wherein the artist uses the 

rustication as a backdrop to collages of pictures that she took during her travels between Naples and 

London. Mergele uses narrative as a means of critically developing a relationship with art history, yet she 

reduces it to a hypertext in her candid, self-reflexive approach. 

Translated from Italian by Marguerite Shore. 
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