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Giulia Piscitelli, Rodolfo centodue, 2002, DVD, 18’ 32 
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Catalogue: 50 moon of Saturn, T2, curated by Daniel Birnbaum 
Giulia Piscitelli 
Born 1965 in Naples. Lives and works in Naples. 
 
It is above all the human, in all its complexity, fragility, and absurdity, what Guilia Piscitelli engages with. Her 
artwork contains something very personal, often revealing those peculiar aspects of a human being that are 
generally neglected. It becomes a universal illustration and an observation of what humans do, what they are, and 
what they leave behind. 
In the video Untitled ’89 (1989), one witnesses the washing of a skull. The scene is obscured through a blurred 
camera lens, changing angles, and dimmed light. Associations of memento mori and religious rituals come to mind 
- but the cleansing procedure takes place in the artist’s bathtub, as if this was a typical daily activity  that considers 
the trace of a human being as something familiar. At the same time, there is a sense of oddity to it and, through this, 
the wit inherent in Piscitelli’s whole body of work becomes apparent. Her photograph Tigre in Gaiola (2002) shows 
the scene of a “tiger” sleeping on a meadow, in the background a miraculous view of the Gulf of Naples, at a place 
called “La Gaiola”. But the tiger is not a tiger. It is the artist wearing a tiger’s mask. The enchanted landscape is 
interrupted by a “real” person, which might merely seem like a staged fairytale, were it not a perfect example of the 
way Piscitelli’s photographic and video work troubles jaded sensibilities by offering a vision of the world at once 
touchingly plain and disarmingly strange. 
For her new film Unter den Linden (2008), Piscitelli documented encounters that took place during her brief spell 
in Berlin, shedding light onto unknown stories of the everyday. In the video we observe a lonely, soaked “one-
legged” duck standing in the puddle of a park. We expect the sound of splashing, but listen to two drunken people 
insulting each other. The juxtaposed scenes seem unrelated and absurd, but they do exist and exemplify an 
integral—even if minor —aspect of life. Piscitelli has kept her acute sense for singling out situations that retain a bit 
of the momentary magic and cruelty of the everyday. 
 
SVS 
 
Dal catalogo 5th BERLIN BIENNIAL FOR CONTEMPORARY 2008, 
WHEN THINGS CAST NO SHADOW 
A CURA DI ADAM SZYMCZYK E ELENA FILIPOVIC 
TESTO DI STEPHANIE VON SPRETER 
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Giulia Piscitelli 

GALLERIA FONTI 
Via Chiaia 229 
February 15–May 18 

 

Giulia Piscitelli, ART. 12, 2013, ministerial Italian flag, 86 1/2 x 

41 3/4". 

Giulia Piscitelli’s research entrusts its poetic power to nuances, to 

the revival of fragility and the ephemeral, to the revaluation of 

small things and gestures. She investigates tensions in the 

aesthetic redemption of the quotidian; her process often favors 

minimal intervention, a focus on microevents or micronarrations 

that lead, as if by magic, to epiphanic experiences of those 

nearby. Magic as art has the power to modify reality, an equation 

that Piscitelli reintroduces with “Sim Sala Bim,” the title she 

borrowed from an exclamation that will be familiar to those, like 

this writer, who were children in Italy in the late 1970s and 

watched on TV the exploits of Silvan the magician. Like Silvan, 

the artist creates a jagged landscape of disorienting images and 

impressions—disrupted fragments of reality. 

Viewers are welcomed by an unsettling sound of wind, emitted 

by BRICST, 2013, a video whose acronymic title (referring to 

Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, and Turkey) gestures 

toward economic growth rather than crisis. A stationary shot of a 

torn red flag—the sort used on beaches to indicate danger—

stands out against a stormy background. This image is echoed in the piece ART. 12, 2013—an Italian flag 

from which the red strip hangs down, having come unstitched—its title referring to the article in the 

Italian constitution that precisely defines the formal characteristics of the nation’s flag. Enchantment 

finally materializes in full as a sculpture, for which the artist revived an ancient traditional technique, 

working on a hand-woven woolen blanket. But Piscitelli makes the process dysfunctional by 

impregnating the piece with water and sugar and transforming it into a rigid structure. This is the artist’s 

moment of true prestidigitation, during which she transforms everyday materials into something with 

unexpected form—as magically, in a sense, as the women’s work to which this piece pays homage. In this 

piece Piscitelli offers a sort of mysterious trunk: provisions for an exhibition that provides no answers, but 

poses further questions. 

http://www.artforum.com/archive/id=39760
http://www.artforum.com/guide/country=IT&place=Naples&jump=1647#location1647
http://www.artforum.com/search/search=%22Giulia%20Piscitelli%22
http://www.artforum.com/picks/section=it_ch
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Eugenio Viola 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Giulia Piscitelli 
Fuani Marino 
 
 
21.03.2013 
 
 
"Sim Sala Bim", Galleria Fonti, Napoli 
 
Giulia Piscitelli protesta, come è tratto distintivo della sua ricerca. E nella mostra "Sim Sala Bim", allestita nella 
galleria Fonti di Napoli, lo fa a largo spettro contro “una crisi che, prima ancora di essere economica, è dei valori e 
di appartenenza”. 

  

 

  
 
Purtroppo, però, guardando bene le opere si può facilmente intuire che non basterà neppure la formula magica 
tanto cara al Mago Silvan per cambiare le cose. Così, a ricordare la persistenza di problemi e criticità, c'è il suono 
incessante di una bandiera rossa, che nel video "BRICST", proiettato nella prima stanza della galleria, è agitata 
con forza dal vento. Brasile, Russia, India, Cina, Sudafrica, Turchia, sono i nuovi (temuti) paesi che condividono lo 
stesso status economico di "in via di sviluppo" e le cui iniziali formano appunto l'acronimo che dà il titolo all'opera, 
simbolo di un pericolo individuato e annunciato. Se il rumore induce nel pubblico uno stato di allerta, il mondo, nella 
sua complessità, è quindi dalla Piscitelli "dipinto" - la tecnica questa volta è quella della foglia d'argento su 
masonite - avvalendosi della metafora di campo minato, con mine antiuomo mimetizzate dietro forme giocattolo e 
colori sgargianti nella serie dal titolo "Campo Paradiso". Ma quel che più scuote è l'opera scultorea "ART. 12", dove 
l'artista sembra rivolgersi direttamente alla Costituzione e in cui la bandiera italiana campeggia sbilenca sulla 
parete, simbolo di un paese che cade a pezzi. Uno stato di cose che sollecita l'importanza del fare qualcosa (non 
importa cosa): ne è un esempio la coperta patchwork irrigidita con sapienza da acqua e zucchero attraverso 
un'antica tecnica tradizional-popolare e trasformata dall'artista napoletana in una sorta di vasca. Come un'abile 
prestigiatrice, infine, nel raccontare gli scenari della nuova geopolitica Giulia Piscitelli lascia spazio a un 
incantesimo: quello in cui, sezionando fisicamente il capolavoro di Tolstoj la pace diventa di gran lunga più estesa 
della guerra. 

http://www.artforum.com/contributors/name=eugenio-viola

